PERSIAN' CORRESPONDENCE

1788__________________________

Jan, 2.         13.    Prom Maharani Bhawani1.    Says that in the year
1191 Bengali (1784-5) Mr John Shore2 effected the band-
o-bast* of pargana* Rajshahi5 with her for a term of
four years and agreed to grant necessary deductions on
account of her allowance and other expenses. She accor-
dingly submitted to the Committee (of Revenue) at Cal-
cutta a statement of account of her monthly allowance
and other expenses allowed to her by the Com-
pany and got it endorsed by them. That paper
is still with her and the deed of her qabuliat6 is among
the records of the Company. Agreeably to the arrange-
ment she got the deductions for the years 1191 and 1192
Bengali (1784-5 and 1785-6). She remained in
possession of the zamindari for three years after which.
the ryots began to give her trouble and caused a deadlock
by refusing to pay their quarterly instalments. In this
manner she fell into arrears but she still managed to pay off
*                                                                                               _
the government revenue by borrowing from the bankers
and even by selling her household effects. In 1193 Ben-
gali (1786-7) her dues to the Company amounted to a sum
of Rs. 6,08,566-12 annas whereas the Company owed her a
sum of Rs. 6,18,000 on account of her allowance and other
expenses while her dues from the ryots in the mufassal
amounted to about five lakhs of rupees,, as Mr Peter
Speke7 will testify. Though she has these assets, the par-
ganas of Swaruppur8 and Rajapur8 belonging to her,
were sold in liquidation of her dues to the Government,
She now hears that a proposal is afoot to sell her other
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1  Zamindar of Rajshahi.   For   "biographical note, see   Calendar of
Persian Correspondence, Vol. VII, p  448, f.n. 3.
2  Sir John Shore entered the Company's service as a writer in 1769.
He became Member of tho Revenue Council at Calcutta in 1775 ; Mem-
ber of the Supreme Council in 1787 and Governor-General in 1793.   He
died on 14 Feb. 1834.
3  P.   settlement of revenue to be paid by zaniindar, renter or far-
mer to government.
4  P.   subdivision of a district.
6  District and division in Bengal.
a A.   acceptance,   a receipt, assent, consent, approbation ; written
agreement to pay rent etc, counterpart of a lease.
7  Collector     of Rajshahi.
s Pargana in sarJcar Mahmudabad in the zamindari of Kajshahi.